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Pe lig tous Communications. 


THE RESEMBLANCE OF 
CHILD. 

A childlike spirit is exceed- 
ingly important to be exercised 
and manifested by those who 
would hope to inherit eternal life. 
It is avery interesting assertion 
of our Lord, that * whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, shall in no 
wise enter therein.’? According 
to this, we must be, in the spirit 
of our minds, and in our conduct, 
Vike a little child, or we can nev- 
er enjoy that “ everlasting rest 
which remaineth for the people of 
¢: od, 3? 

In what respects ought we to 
understand this similitude in its 
application? It is universally 
held by those who advocate the 
dyctrines of the reformation, that 
little children are depraved. Of 
nimvelf as one among the innu- 


A LITTLE 


merable multitudes of infants, 
the Psalmist says, * Behold, 1 was 
shapen in iniquity : and in sin 


did my mother conceive me.”’— 
>> ~ 7 oe ~+ 

By this he acknowledges his total 
moral depravity, even in his ear- 
lies vinta fan ney. skgain he says © the 
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stranecd from the 
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womb, they go astray, as soon 33 
they be born, speaking lies.”” In 
the prophet Isaiah, of man it is 
said, that he is * called a transgres- 
sor from the womb,” Yet * vain 
man,” it is affirmed in another 
place, ** would be wise ” he would 

e thought not to be thus deprav, 
ed, “‘ though man be born like a 
wild asses colt.” The necessity 
of the regeneration of infants; 
the necessity of their salvation by 
grace through Jesus Christ; and 
the impossibility, without their re- 
generation, of their uniting with 
the saints in heaven, saying to the 
Lamb, ‘ For thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood ;” there beiny none in glo- 
ry nie among men, but the re- 
deemed ; there being but one foun- 
dation of hope for lost men ; there 


being, in short, * none «ther name 
under heaven, give amongst 


men,’’ but that ot Jesus, ** where- 
by we must be savéd,” is a con- 
clusive evidence, that infants are 
morally depraved ; and thai cn- 
tirely as soon as they are born, 


“ Lord, lam vile, conceived in sin - 
And born unboiy and unclean ; 
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Sprung from tie man, whose guilty full 


Corrupts the race, and tats us all. 


Soon as we dr aw our infant breath, 
the seeds of sin grow up for death: 
Thy law dem ands a pertect heart ; 
But we're defil’d in every part.” 

-* Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death 
by sin; andso death passed upon 
ail men, for that all have sinned.” 
None who die are excepted as not 
possessing this sinful character.— 
But infants die. ‘(Cheretore in- 
fants possess a sinful character. 
Ii imfants possess a sinful char- 
acter, then in what respects must 
we become like a litle child, or 
mever enter into the kingdom of 
Ged? We are not to become 
like him as he isin realizy. but as 
he ts in resemllance. 
we are to be literally every thing 
to which we should be /e, or 
to which we should bear a resem- 
blance, would lead to the shock. 
ing idea, that we must be literal- 
ly doves, and serpents, and rocks, 
and trees, and hrils, temples, oad 
vineyards, and mountains. ‘To 
avoid this absurdity. a mere re- 
semblance witl be admitted as the 
ling requ red. 

In this vie “ it is worthy of res 
mark, that a little child doves his 
gs. Born from above, we 
ve our heavenly Fa- 
ther. We are bound to do this 
by : inite obligations. 

A little child is without guile. 
He is fraw: and open hearted ; 
ie suspec”" o ili designs; he 
puis no bad constructions upon 
the conduct of others; he ts de: 
void of the arts or deceit and hy- 
vocrisy 3 he harbors no grudge ; 
soon forgets aninjury 3; a ind med- 
itatesno revenze. We should be 
‘¢ Israe ites indeed, in whom 4s 
no gure,” 
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fi alittle Child. [BEs 






evil ; practise no deceits ; indulge 
no envious, jealous, m: tens rant, 
groundless suspicions. With an 
unforgiving spirit, we should re- 
member no injuries. We should 
rather say with our dying Lord 

“ Tather forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.’ We 
should put no ilnatured construe- 
tions upon the well intended con. 
duct ot the innocent. We should 
take no offence when none is giv- 
en. With childlike simplici- 
ty, we skould “believe all’ 
things, hope all things, endure me 
thins ; ;? and thus show, that we 
are without malignity, wit “ste 
hypocrisy, and without guile. 

A little child leves the milk of 
his mother’s breast. ‘ Asnew 
born babes” we should ‘ desire 
the sincere milk of the word, that 
we may. grow thereby.” 

A little child is very uneasy 
vhen deprived of his mother’s: 
breast. Our attachmerm should 
be so great to the breast of the di- 
vine word and ordinances, that 
great uneasiness would attend cur 
being deprived of them. Ming- 
ling our tears with our disquiet- 
ude of this kind, with the devou 
king of Israel, in like circumstan- 


ces, we should say, ‘* My tears: 


have been my meat day andnight, 
while they coutinially say UALO 
ne, where is thy God: > When Ire- 
member these things s, 1 pour out 
my soulin me; for Phad gone with 
the multitude, I went with them to 
the house of God ; Ww ith the voice 
. F ey and praise, with a muli- 
ide that kept holy day. “Why 
asi thou cast down, O ny soul, 
and why art thou disquieted in 
me? hope thou in God, for I shall 
yet praise him for the help of his 
countenance. O my God, my 
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soul is cast down within me; 
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LBi2 The resemblan 
therefore will I remember thee 
from the land of Jordan; and 
of the Hermanites, from the hiil 
Mizar. My soul thirsieth for 
God, for the living God: when 
shall T come and appear beiore 
God ?”? If we truly desire the sin- 
cere milk of thy land ordi- 
nances, how ex?-t)v will this Jan- 
guace express the ‘ disquietude” 
of our hearts, when deprived of 
How satisfying they will 
be when enjoyed. ‘ How amt. 
able are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of host: ? My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord ; heart and my flesh 
crieth out for the living God — 
For a day in thy courts 1s better 
than a thousand: I had rather be 
a door keeper in the house uf my 
God, than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness.” Sucu will be the 
language of all who bear ey res 
semblance inculcated by our bless- 
ed Lord. 
A littke child cries after his pa- 
«© Hearken unto the voice 
of my cry, my king and my God: 
for unto thee will I pray. My 
voice shalt thou hear in the morn- 


the a 


rents. 


ing, O Lord; inthe morning 
will I direct my prayer unto 


thee, and will look up.” The 
similitude in this particular is very 
anata and striking. We 
* oueht always to pray, ‘and not 
to fae” Like the cries of a 
little child, our prayers should 
be fervent. In our supplications, 
there shauld be great importuni- 
ty.. “ The effectual fervent pray- 
er of a righteous ma: availeth 
much.?? ‘The child is in earnest ; 
we should be in earnest. Like 
the child we should reso/ve to be 
heard, and dclieve that we shal/be 
heard. The child believes it 

11 


; 
d 


swe should believe it. “Phe chi 





ce of a little Child. 
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is determined he wil not cease 
his crying, till his parcac comes 
and takes him up. We should 
be determined never to relinguish 
our supplications till God takes us 
into the arms of his mercy, and 
evid.ni’y gives,Us “an ansver of 
peace.” 

A little child is free from world- 
ly ostentation ; devoid of vain 
ambition, envy and strife, detrac- 
tion and bitterness, vicious k2bits 
and carnal cuprdity. We should 
be crucified to the flesh. 


“All wrath and clamor should be gone, 
Envy and spite forever cease ; 

No bitter words should eer be known 
Amongst the saints,the sons of peace 


The spirit, like a peaccful dove, 
Fiics from the realms of noise and 
strife ; 
Why should we vex and gr ieve his love 
Who scals our souls to heavenly lite! 


Tender and kind be all our thoughis ; 
Through allour lives let merey run: 
So God forgives our numerous fants. 
For the dear sake of Christ his Son.” 


A little child leans not to his 
own understandining, but relies 
implicit! y on his parent. Deps = 
ing entirely onthe mercy of Go 
we should place implicit ae 


dence in his truth and fairthfnl. 


ness. What we cannot compres 
hend we should leave with him, 
and be satished. In vain do we 


trust in an arm of flesh, orin the 
inners ity.of human sagacity.— 
‘The world by wit tom knows 


not God.” — “ Ceze ye _ from 
man, whose breath isin his nose 
trils: for wherein am he to be ac 
counted of?” Witl a good 


Mr. Newton, who has beaut: fully 


described this part of the resem 
blance, I would say to.my eile ; 
nly Father, 
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** What thou shalt to-day provide, 
Let meas a child receive ; 
bas it to-morrow may betide, 
‘adn oly 10 thy Wisk dom leave; 
3 is enough that thou wilt care ; 
Why should L the burden bear ? 


As alittle child relics 
Ona care bevond his own ; 
Knows he’s neither strony nor wise, 
Fears to stir a step alone ; 
Let me thus with thee abide, 
As my Father, Guard, and Guide. 


Thus preserv’d frem Satan’s wiles 
S: afe 


Sy 
e from dangers, free from fears 
May Ilive upon ‘thy smiles. 

Vili the promis’d hour appears ; 


When the sons of God shall prove 
All their Father’s boundless love.” 


3 


A little child in all things eyes 
his parents. He is very attentive 
to their conduct ; and is curious 
to know what they intend to do. 
We should 
God in whatever takes place.— 
We should be curious to watch 
the footsteps, the directions and 
the intentions of his providence. 
We should be inguisitive to know, 
and very attentive to make new 
and fresh discoveries of the di- 
vine will every day. We should 
qwait and see. We should be pre- 
pared to feel truly gratified, when 
the intentions of his infinite wis- 
dom are made knowntous. By 
doing this, we should be * made 
exceeding glad with his coun- 
tenance ;_ should rejoice in his u- 
niversal government ; should be 
undismayed, ~ what will take 
place ; sho save ourselves the 
pain of discontent; of unsub- 
mission; of the want of some- 
thing excellent to occupy and 
captivate our attention ; to make 
our months and years fy sweetly 
on; and thus wes should sustain 
the beautiful resemblance so em- 
phatielly enjoined by our Lord 
ind Savior.” 


eye the conduct of 


A little child obeys his parents. 
We should obey our heavenly 
Father. To havea “ respect un- 
to all his commandments” is our 
“ reasonable service.’ If we 
love him, we shall keep his com- 
mandments, 

A little child follows his pa- 
rents’ example. He imitates 
their language; copies the tone 
of their voice; adopts many of 
their habits ; imbibes their sen- 
timents ; and pursues their 
practices. God, by his Son, * has 
left vs anexample, that we should 
follow his steps. ** Lean on me” 
says the blessed Jecus, ** for I am 
meek and lowly in heart.”” We 
should imitate his mild aud beau- 
tiful language. For ‘‘his mouth 
iS most sweet: yea, he ts altoreth- 
er lovely.’”? The sweetness of his 
charming voree, with critical ex- 
actness we should copy. My 
sheep,’ he says, ** hear my voice.” 
His sendiments we should imbibe. 
* Tf we love him, we shall Lecp 
his words.”? He says expressly , 
“¢ Every one, that is of the truth, 
heareth my voice.” The very 
spirit of his mind we should a- 
dopt. ‘The same mind should 
be in us, which was alsoin Christ 
Jesus ;” and “¢ grace for grace ;’ 
grace in us answering as an ex- 
act liteness to every grace and 
excellence in him. His practice 
we should follow; by doing 
good ; by accustoming ourselves, 
with the people of God, to enter 
into the sysagogue for divine 
worship on the Sabbath ; by ex- 
erting ourselves for the relief of 
persons in distress ; by ** earnest- 
ly contending for the faith whic! 
was once delivered to the saints ; 
by keeping ourselves holy, 
harmless, undefiled and seperate 
trom sinners; by patience ang 
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The resemblance 


resignation under every suifering 
and inj jury 3 by loving, praying 
sor, and seeking the present and 
everlasting good of our most im- 
olacable enemi ies 3 by striving to 
promote the honor of religion, 
the ponents of Zion and the 
glory of our heaventy + Father. 

~ A little child is never so hap- 
py as when with his parents, We 
should be most delighted with 
the pe of God. In his 
presence, whether in our closets, 
by our domestic altars, or in his 
holy temple, “ is falnes s Of joy, 
at his right hand there “ire pieas- 
ures tor evermore.” Whom 
have lin heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth that I de- 
sire besides thee.” ‘If thy pres- 
ence go not with me, carry us not 
up hence.” 


~ 


‘Were I inheaven without my Ged, 
*T would be no Jos to me; 

And whilst this earth is my abode, 
1 long for nor aa thee. . 


A little child receives nothing 
from his parents, but as a gift. 
We “can receive nothing, except 
it be given us from heaven.”— 
We shouid be sensible, that regen- 
eration, justification, and glorifi- 
¢C ation, is all the fruit of sove- 
reign grace. We should realize, 
that we live entirely upon ‘the 
multitude of his tender mercies 3” 
and that * not by works of sigh 
eousness, which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he 
saveth us by the washing of re- 
eeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, shed on us abun- 
dantly, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior-” * Who hath saved us,” 


rs 


if we are true Chrisnans, *‘ and 
called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, 
but according to his 


own pur: 
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pose and grace which was given 
us in Christ Jesus, before the 
world began.”” In these respects, 
we should bear the resemblance 
of alittle child. 

Unless this should be the case 
with us, we can never be saved. 
Our divine Lord affirms, with 
verily, this interesting sentiment. 
‘¢ Verily I say unto you, whosc- 
ever shall not receive the king- 
dom of God as a little child, shall 
in no wise enter therein. With- 
out the necessary qualifications 
for heaven, it is not reasonable 
to suppose either, that we can be 
admitted intoit, or that we could, 
if admitted, participate in its ho- 
ly employments and sublime en- 
tertainments. If we do notre- 
semble a little child in the re. 
spects herein stated, we are cer- 
tainly not possessed of the neces- 
sary qualifications. If we donot 
fuve our heavenly Father ; if we 
are not without cule: if we do 
not desire, as new born bibes, th 
sincere milk of the word; if it 
gives uSnO special uneasiness to 
be deprived of the word and ordi- 
nances; if we are devoid of 
spirit of prayer ; ‘and are not di- 
vested of an ostentatious, jealous, 
contentious, unforgiving and bit. 
ter spirit ; if we lean to our own 
understandings, and place no con- 
fidence in God; if we do not eye 
the divine hand in’ whatsoever 
takes place, and cheerfully em- 
brace it: if we disobey the re- 
quirements of God; a*> refuse 
to copy the example of Christ ; if 
we are not pleased above all things 
with the divine pretence ; and de- 
pend not entirely on his sovereign 
grace ; it is impossible, infinitely 
impossitle, that we shouid be qual- 
ified for the employments and the 
fruitions of a blessed immortatit: 
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Without this amiable, child-like 
spirit, heaven would beto us a 
most undesirable and distressing 
habitation. Its benevolent socie- 
ty would be intolerable. The 
faming eyes of the Ali: Holy God 
would pierce us through wi ‘ch ten 
thousand darts and unsufferable 
sorrows; would induce us to 
shrink from the light, and prefer 
a place mere congenial to our 
views, and compatible with our 
characters. 

There is indeed a place pre- 
pared” for the unhumbled and 
disobedient. ‘Tor Tophet was 
ordained of eld: yea, for the 


‘sking it is prepared, he hath made 


it deep and large: the pile there- 
of is fire and much wood, the 
breath of the Lord, like a stream 
of brimstene, doth kindle it.”— 
‘ As therefore the tares are gath- 


ered, and burnt inthe fire; so 


hal it bein the end of the world. 
The Son of man shall send forth 
his angels, and they shall gather 
out of be kingdom 1 things that 

offend, and them ahich do int- 
quity 3 and shall cast them intoa 
furnace of fire; there -shail be 
ing and gnashing of teeth. 
Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun, in the kingdom 
heir Father’? 

A few brief remarks may be 
nseful, 10 the view of what has 
seen expressed oa this subject. 

# It. appears tha t humility is 
an indispensobie ingredient in the 
christia:.character. For this rea- 
son, we are required to be “ cloth- 
ed with humility,” and to “hum. 
ble ourselves in the tight of the 
Lord.” For the same reason 
‘boasting is excluded ;” and 
‘© he that exalteth himself shall be 
abaced 7? “the lofty locks of 
m.an shall be humbled’? and 
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“the haughtiness cf men shal! 


be bowed down,” that “the Lord 
alone may be exalted.” Qu: 
Saviors exhibiting “a little child” 
as a model for the christian to re. 
sembley iS a conclusive evidence, 
that undissemb!led humility is in. 
dispensable to the extstance of ex- 
perimental religion. Let it be 
truly considered, and it will ap. 
pear very rema tkable, that not 
one of the christian graces, which 
are borireir ef us can be exercis- 
ed without the deepest humility. 
We may hence see why it is 
that pride is so offensive in the 
sictht of God ; and why it is, that 
he so often expresses his abhor- 
rence of its detestable nature, and 
the certainty of its destructive 
tendency. Itis through pride 
that men refuze to become like a 
little child. It is throngh pride, 
that they refuse to repent, “ will 
not seek after God,” refuse his 
grace, and reject all the overtures 
of his infintte wisdom and good- 
ness. While therefore, ** God 
giveth grace to ne humble, he 
resisteth the proud. ”” Hence it ts 
said, that ‘ pride coeth before 
destruction ; and ahaughty spir- 
ii before a fall;’? that ‘6a man’s 
pride sball bring him low; and 
‘‘thetordof hosts hath pe wposed 
it, to stain the pride of all glory, 
and to bris ng intocontempt all the 
honorable of the earth.’ ** Wo to 
the crown of pride.’’? For behold, 
the day cometh that shali burn as 
an oven, and all the proud, yea, 
and all that do wicked! y, Shan be 
stubble, and the dav that cometh 
shall _— them up, saith the 
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root ner branch.” 
3. Vhis subject shows in some 
meastre what a place is heaven. 
Theugh it is sublime and highly 







































ao | 

















tole Seen Rial bay 


practice, of Chr 


exalted by the presence and wor- 


chip of God and the Lamb, it 1s 
deep in humility. A childlike 
spirit is there exercised to perfec- 
tion, he love of God is unmix- 
ed with sin. There is no cuile, 
no envy, no evil eye, no jealousy, 
10 strife, no pride and hypoerisy, 
co disaffection of any kind, no re- 
membrance of injuries, all is har- 
mony and peace, friendship and 
love. Saved by grace, every saint 
made perfect, will unite in the ev- 
erlasting song; “* For thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy J/oed, out of every kindred, 
and tongue and people, and na- 
tion”? This is a hymn-of pure 
humility ; though it will be suns 
with lofty strains, as sublime as 
heaven. 


4. The more professors of reli. 
gion resemble little children, the 
the more the church militant will 
resemble the church tr:amphant. 
A church on earth consisting of 
members answering to this des- 
cription, would be a beautiful min- 
iature of the church im. heaven. 
Hence it is termed, in the scvrip- 
tures of truth, * the kingdom of 

sod ; and hence, those who be- 
leng to the church, are stiled, 
“the children of the kingdom.” 
Hine important it is then, that 
professors of religion shouid 
ese. consider what kingdom it 
sto which they belong ; and that 
ali their conduct should exactly 
compert with the interesting sta- 
tion which they sustain. 

5. We 


fom htt 


can receive instructions 
tie children of incalcula- 
ble moment. It is instruction 
which regards the Soivtt and the 
rsitaniiy. set us 


then faithfully attend to these lit. 
tle models of 


the Redeemer’s 


TS1 2] On the moral nalure of Desires. 
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kingdom, and learn th instrue- 
tion, which we infinitely need. 

The sooner we “via as lit- 
tle children, the better 1¢ will be 
for ourselves ; the sooner we shall 
possess the spirit of the kingdom, 
be prepared to promote its inter- 
ests, to sustain its character, and 
to enjoy its pure and unspeaka- 
ble beatitudes. 

Let us inquire how far we 
are like or unlike a little child. 
Let us be faithful with ourselves 
in this examination ; and faith{ful 
to God. And let none ‘ des- 
pise these little ones ;”? “ for o% 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

PRECORDITER. 
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ON THE MORAL NATURE OF 
SIRES. 
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Mankind ave frequently de. 
ceived respecting the nature o 
their desires. ‘They are often so 
far deceived, as to believe those 
desires are holy, which are sinful. 
‘lo enable persons to judge cor- 
rectly ——- the nature of 
the rm iTes ¢ e » heart, and there- 
by prevent those delusions, which 
ofter prove hurtful, and fatal, is 
the great object of the following 
Marks 


Aase . 


A desire 1s an oe tion sO s1m- 
ple, it cannot, for this reason be 
defined, yet it may be so precisely 
described, that every onemay easi- 
‘i distinguish it, by his own expe- 

sence, from other operations. —- 
Wi 1en obiects are in view of the 
mind, they either picase, 
please ns, ina ereater, or less de- 
rreew ‘Uhis all mew know is @ 
When an- 
yas fi Yr instance,: 
rar a triend, we have 


his presence with us, 
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which wecalladesire "Uhis feel- 
ing, which is a longing for, a 
wishing, a desiring the presence 
and society of atriend, all per- 
suns experience, and it is but com- 
mon fanguage to call it a desire. 
W hen an ‘object disgusts us, a3 

a Joathsome carcase, or a danger- 
ous enemy, = _ a fecling for 
its absence. ‘This fecling is, also, 
called a lis Such “feelings, 
- experience and call them de- 
sires. Now we never desire the 
esa cf an object, which is in 
itself agrecable, nor the presence 
of one, m itself, disgustful, 
Hence eve wid a has an obj iject. 
When there is a desire, there is 
something asiaak And as all 
objects are either intrinsically, or 
relatively agreeable, or disagreea- 
ble, allour desires must respect 
objects of this nature. We desire 
aoreeable food on its own ac- 
count, also, as a means to preserve 
life, and health. Anda medi- 
cine, loathsome in itself. may be 
desired as a means for the recov- 
ery of health. Such observa- 
tions, which might be mluplied, 
teach us, that we cannot learn the 
nature of our dezires, till we as- 
certain their wtimate io And 
if weattend to what experience 
teaches, we know, that objects 
picase us, before we desire their 
Presence, and disgust us, before 
we have any cetive for their ab- 
sence. Accor rdingsy, if we contd 
view every object with_indiffer- 
ence, we shou! id have ne dcsires 
ar their presence or absence.— 


7 





‘The y would n: t be objects Ol Ge- 
gire. For experience uniformly 
seaches, that pleasure, or pain, in 
a greater or jess degree, always 
precede desire, and give rise to it. 
Gijects first adlect us agreeably, 
ey disugreeably, before we expe- 


a 








rience thote feelings, termed de. 


Again. All our desires arise 
from some primary source, OY prin- 
ciple. If a person had no ap- 
petite for any kind of food, would 
it ever please him? If it did not 
please him, would he ever on its 
own account, destre it? Then 
our desires for food on its own ac- 
count arise from the pleasure it 
gives us, and it pleases because it 
suits our appetite. Hence the 
appetite called hunger is the pri- 
mary source, from which our de 
sires for food take their rise. vivet 

), 1f a person has no relish for the 
pe churacter, would it ever 
please him ? If it did not please, 
would he ever desire the presence 
and enjoyment of God? If not, 
then it is cbvious, that a relish for 
the divine character is the prima- 
ry source from which all those 
Cesires, called in £cripture, pant- 
ings, hungerings, and thirstings 
after God, take theirri.e. They 
spring from this as streams from 
afountain. ‘The same is true res- 
pecting all our desires, they ne 
trom some principie, or fountai 
within us. And it mast be cb. 
vious to every one, that our de- 
sires for food do not arise trom 
the relish saints have for divine 
things, nor the desires of saints, 
from the appetite, or relish they 
have for food. Hence different 
desires must arise trom aifferent 
primary sources, or appetites-— 
Accordingly to form a just est!- 
mate of the moral nature of our 
desires, Whether they are holy, or 
not, two things must be takea im- 
to consideration ; the princip'e, or 
cource, {rom which they arise, and 
the ultimate chject on which they 
terminate. 
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God the highest good, and happi- 
ness of hiskingdom. If any per- 
sons have no relish, or heart, to be 
pleased with the glory of God, 
and happiness of his holy king- 
dom, it i$ eertain they have no 
benevolence, no holiness. For 
benevolence essentially consists 
in such a relish of heart. Who- 
soever has this temper, a con- 
templation of the glory of God, 
and all the sources of felicity in 
the heavenly world, will afford 
him pleasure; and from this pleas- 
ure will arise desires, that God 
may be glorified, and the blessed- 
ness of heaven forever increased. 
From it will arise desires to enjoy 
God, and all the sources of end- 
less felicity. Hence the glory of 
God, and the highest good of his 
heavenly kingdom, are the ulti- 
mate oljects of holy desires, and the 
principle from which they arise 
is a relish of heart to be pleased 
with these objects. Ali other 
desires, besides these, rise from 
different appetites, and terminate 
ultimately on different objects. 
In connexion with these ideas we | 
may now proceed to examine the 
nature of some of those desires by 
which mankind are daily govern- 
ed. 

1. Parents have desires for the 
prosperity of their children. ‘T’o 
determine the: nature of these de- 
sires, you must enquire, wheth- 
er it is their temporal or spiritu- 
al good youdesire. Iftheir tem- 
poral good only, then the com- 
{ort of the body is the ultimate 
object of your desire. And what- 
ever is necessary to this you will 
desire as means to the attainment 
of thisend. It will accordingly, 
be your wish to have them pos- 
sess worldy property, and accu- 
‘¢ vour de- 
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sire, that they may enjoy world- 

‘y honors? Then you w:!) wish 

them success in all the means xe- 

cessary to these «cquisitions. — 

The life, the health, the richés; 

the honors, and objects of a sim- 

ilar nature, it is the desire of pa- 

rents their children may possess 

and enjoy. ‘These desires respect 

ultimately the body and the high- 

est tempera. good of childyen in 

the present life. “hese desires 
arise from nat#rat affection, a3 

their source, and terminate ulti- 
mately on the temporal prosperi- 
ty of their children. — Parents, 
who are governed by no other 
desires, than these, do, in fact, 
neglect the everlasting good of 
their children. By this neg!ect, 
and their evil example, they lead 
them on, in the road, to eternal 
death. Howmany parents, who 
have the strongest desires for 
their children’s temporal prosper- 
ity, are a means of their destruc- 
tion, by wicked lives, as far as 
their example has influence. It 
is evident from the lives of these 
parents who have no religion, that 
the final, and everlasting goed of 
the soul, is not an ultimate ob- 
ject of natural affection, or the 
desires, which arise fromit. Nei- 
ther have the desires, which pro- 
ceed from natural affection, any 
regard for the glory of God, or 
the happiness of his friends and 
kingdom. This is evident from 
the wicked lives irreligious pa- 
rents lead. Itis hence evident, 
that natural affection is not, ae 
some have suppesed, 2 benevo- 
lent principle. And the desires, 
which arise from this source, as 
they never aim at any thing 
higher than the temporal pros- 
perity of children, have no holy 
quality attached to them. And, 
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as they lead parents, who have 
no benevolence, to pursue meas- 
ures injurious to religion, dishon- 
orable to God, and ruinous to 
the soul, they must be consider- 
ed, as evilin their operation, and 
alt'mate tendency. 

2, Let usexamine the desires 
mankind have for riches, and for 
worldly honors, Do you desire 
these temporal blessings for the 
sake of enjoying greater earthly 
felicity, and making a more brill- 
jant appearance in the worid ? If 
this be a fact, your desires pro- 
ceed from those natural appetites, 
which all men have, for worldly 
enjoyments, and that pride which 
is ever pleased with worldly gran- 
deur and greatness. But if you 
desire the riches and _ honors 
of this world, that you may be 
ynore useful, and be instrumental 
in promoting religion, advancing 
the cause of Zion, and glerity- 
ing God, your desires are holy. 
For in this case riches and hon- 
ors are not your chief end; but 
the glory of Godand the prosperi- 
ty of his divine kingdom are your 
ultimate objects ;. and other pur- 
suits are subordinated to them. 
Such desires arise from a benev- 
olent principle. | 

3, When persons have strong 
desires forthe prosperity of our 
country, of nation ; they ought 
to enquire, is the temporal or 
spiritual prosperity of the nation, 
the object of desire? If the an- 
swer be, the former, your cesires 
arise either from a love for werld- 
ly good, or from pride, or from 
ambition; and it may be from 
each of these principles. While 
governed by these desires you 
may oppose religiog, and may a- 
dopt and pursue all the measures 
dictated by a proud, aspiring 
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spirit, however ruinous to the 
cause of God. But if your de: 
sires have for their object the 
spiritual prospersty of the nation, 
they arise from benevolence, and 
are holy, ‘They will, according- 
ly lead you to befriend, and »ro- 
mote religion as the highest hon- 
or, the most sure defence, and as 
escential to the greatest good of 
the nation. You will be more en- 
gaged for the revival, and be- 
nign influence of religion thro’ 
the land, than for any object of a 
worldly nature. You will view 
religion as rendering the natioa 
more safe and happy, than it can 
be made by the united influence 
of riches, national honor, and 
grandeur. Mankind are born 
with principles, which prompt 
them to seek self-preservation ; 
the propagation of the human 
species, their preservation in a 
state of infancy, and minority, 
their relief when in danger, and 
unable to help themselves, and 
mitigation of their distresses; and 
appetites for the objects suited to 
please our several senses, and for 
literary, and scientific pursuits. 


. That we are born with these, and 


similar principles, alt must ac- 
knowledge, who are acquainted 
with those laws of our nature by 
which we are invariably govern- 
ed. Desires, which arise from 
any of these principles, or laws 
of our nature, never aim at any 
thing higher than tomporal, 
worldly felicity. They center 
ultimately in worldly good. No 
objects are in themselves agreea- 
ble, and gratifying to these de- 
sires, but those of a material 
earthly nature, and objects of 
literature and science. From 
these principles arise desires for 
riches, and every species of pleas- 
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ure, for worldly honors, great- 
ness, and grandeur, for power, 
for fame, for independence, and 
all the objects of human pursuit. 
hey prompt us to seek happi- 
ness in worldly, but not in divine 
objects, to seek our good here, 
but not hereafter. Because no 
other kind of good is suited, to 
gratify them, but objects of the 
above description. Hence, if 
persons die with these principles, 
destitute of benevolence, they 
are necessarily miserable ;_ be- 
cause they cannot find one ob- 
ject in the world of spirits, to af- 
ford them the least pleasure. 
And desires which arise from such 


principles, and terminate on such > 


objects, as have been above nam- 
ed, are not holy. So far from 
at, that, however useful they may 
be to us, in many respects, in this 
world, their direct tendency is to 
eur final, and endless ruin and 
misery. This, they in their ten- 
dency, effect, by occupying our 
whole attention, consuming our 
time, diverting, pleasing, and 
alluring the mind, to the entire 
neglect of seligion and the sor. 

‘tis well, therefore, to observe, 
that those, who boast of their 
public spiyit, patriotizm, philea- 


thropy, and such Ike things, if 


destitute of benevolence, or a su- 
preme regard for Ged, for his 
son, for his religion, and the pros- 
perity of Zion are pouentes by 
no oiher or better principte, than 
the meanest beggar, or the great- 
est tyrant, that ever swayed 

scepter: 
action which prompt them tothe 
great deeds, they perform, exist 
in every heart from the beggar 
to the king on his throne. And 
the reason, why these principles 
are net acted cut, in what the 
world calls great and brilliant ac- 


On the moral nature of Desires. 


tions, is owing 


The very principles of 
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to the wunt of 
power and opportunit. A- 
las, how often men saffer thicu- 
selves tu be deceived by fais2 ap- 
pearances. Nebuchadrezer con- 
sidered the great Babylon, which 
he had built, to be an evidence 
of supreme excellencies in him- 
self. Yet all Ris brilliant actions, 
and mighty deeds, pnoceeded 
from pride and ambition, princi- 
ples of action condemned by ev- 
ery candid, judicious person. If 
men wish e know themselves, 
and avoid fatal delusions, they 
must ascertain the prineipies with- 
in, from which all these internal 
actions proceed, whether littie or 
great, brifliant or despicable.— 
sind from a knowledge of the 
nature of the objects they ulti- 
mately seek, they may safely infer 
the principles, which govern 
them. When these are ascertain- 
ed, they have a distinct knowl- 
edge of their own characters.—- 
For their principles of action, 
constitute their characters. 
4. ‘he desires of the heart 
constitute te essence of prayer. 
#0 ask what a person’s peti- 
tious are ig only to inquire what 
his desires are. And as all de- 
sizes have objects, the objects de- 
sed are the things for which we 
pray. ‘Lhe desives of the heart 
are Our prayers, our petitions.-—- 
And the objects. of our desires 


are the blessings for which our pe-. 


titione are presented. If then, 
worldly objects only are desired, 

a persons constant prayer is, ‘who 
will show us any good ; who will 
give us riches, atid other tem- 
poral blessings.’ And Ge, 
who is omniscient, knows what 
your petitions are. He re- 
gards the language of the heart, 
acd pot the language of the iipa. 
Waen you come before him, an4 















































































have desires for earthly blessings 
only, your real prayer, Stript of 
all dispuise isasfollows. ‘ Lord, 
give us the riches and honors of 
_this world; grant us the means 
of making a brilliant appearance 
on the stage of life, and enjoying 
every source of vain pleasure ; 
render our names great and im. 
mortal, by enabling us to perform 
some great exploits, either in the 
cabinet, or on the political Roor 
of the nation, or in the field of 
battle ; may our children shine 
in robes of grandcur, and enjoy a 
full tide of, worldly prosperity, 
and may we exceed all our pre- 
decessors in every thing, which 
deluded mortalsesteem great, and 
good; these are the fervent de- 
sires of our hearts.’ ,While the 
heart is thus praying, the lips are 
saying, ‘ Lord fill our hearts with 
divine affections; revive genu- 
ine religien through the land ; 
prosper the Redeemer’s_ king- 
dom ; enable us to glorify thee, 
by a holy life; prepare us for 
death ; and grant us, at last, the 
riches and joys of the heavenly 
world.’ So different is the lan- 
guageot the heart, and the lips. 
But God always knows your real 
petition. And so far ashe gives 
you the worldly blessings your 
hearts desire, your prayers are 
answered, Andif the earthly 
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blessings given you, distract you 
with cares, 






[ idee. 





engross your whole 


attention, and allure you along in 
the road to death, answers grant- 
ed to your prayers prove a means 


of your endless ruin. 


Such are 


the prayers of all the impenitent, 
from the beggar to the king on 


the throne. 
ers hypocritical ? 
jus ‘tly 


Are not such pray- 
Are they not 
an abomination in the 


sight of God? 


Is it not evident, if the unre- 


newed would attend to their de- 
sires, and clearly see the nature 
of the objects on which they ter- 
minate, and the principles of 
heart from which they arise, that 
they would appear loathsome in 


their own eyes 


> Just views of them- 


selves would awake them from 
their pleasing dreams, check theig 
aspiring thoughts, humble their 


pride, and abase 
footstool of God. 


them at the 
To have such 


exalted views of their own great- 
ness, goodness, and desert of the 
highest esteem and praise, while 


they are thus shamefully 
ed, 1 1S 


deprav- 


an evidence of wd strone 


delusions in which they live : De- 
lusions which they rauct detect, 


or perish forever, 


And that thig 


piece may help to undeceive the 
world is the prayer of the writer. 


tN. 
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THE SPLENDID WEPDING, 
The Rrin cip . part t of aletter from the 
late Rev . Buckminster in rep!v 
toa aot. from Mies Elizabeth © 
to one of his daughters 





of 
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‘In an accompaniment with one 
your letters, I find a,pictur- 
esque description of a fashionable. 
ball j in the neighborhood of Alba- 
eiven on account of t! 
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riage of Mr. . The guests 
were many, the accommoda- 
tions capacious, rendered splen- 
djd and sublime by ail that art 
and taste could devise. Fancy 
and ornament combined their 
powers to throw a lustre over the 
delighted attendants. ‘Three hun- 
died silver candlesticks and an in- 
finite number of lamps, poured 
their light upon thirty mirrors 
which faithfully reflected what 
they received, in softened bright- 
ness, through the several apart- 
ments and their variegated scene- 
ry. The deserts were delicious, 
exhibited in a style of elegance 
and grandeur. ‘The music and 
amusements were enchanting and 


transporting. This must have 
been a scene highly delightful to 


aman of the world, orto the 
daughter of worldly taste and 
pleasure. But, Betsey, I find it 
lasted but one short night ; nay, 
it blushed to mect the rising sua, 
as if conscious that the lamp of 
heaven would tarnish all its glo- 
vy. The ladies retired at three ; 
the gentlemen at five; probably 
they both resolved to take their 


revenge upon the disturber of 


nightly pleasure by despising its 
charms, till they beyin to be lost 
in the evening hemisphere. 

“The reading of this deserip- 
tion suggests to me the attempt 
to give a faint sketch ofa mar- 
riage festival, for which prepar- 
auon has long been making ; and 
from time to time descriptions 
bave been given of what is there 
to be exhibited. To this festival 
T have the honor to be invited as 
a guest, and am entructed with 
authority to mvite others. [have 
heard a little, and imagine more, 
of this transporting scene; but 
could I correctly paint both on 
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paper, the half would not be told 
you. 

* This festival, 13 to be velebra- 
ted ataseat ov palace, tac ieaguh 
and the breadth of which ure 12,- 
000 furlongs; its height and sto- 
ries proportionally elevated. I. 
stands upon a foundation of twelve 
diferent kinds of precious stones 
of variegated hue, arranged with 
so rauch art, as to throw recip. 
rocal and increasing lusture; all 
produceng such a ‘flood of splen- 
dor, as mocks the attempt of men 
or angels todescribe. To this’ 
palace there are twelve gates of 
entire pearl, neither fractured nor 
divided. The flooring of the 
palace is of pure gold. asit were 
transparent glass. ‘Lhe ceiling is 
of jasper. ‘The particular apart- 
ments, the hangings, the orna- 
ments, I cannot pretend to des- 
cribe to you ; if they bear acus- 
tomary increased proportion to 
the splendor, richness, and ele- 
gance of the exterior, what, Bet- 
sey, mustthey be. O! let us be 
ambitious ta go and behold. 

“he guests that are invited, I 
can pive no exact account, anda 
still more imperfect one of those 
who will accept. Of one parties 
ular circle, there were long ago 
144,000, that had accepted the 
invitation. Among these were, 
kings and queens, princes and prin- 
cesses, noblemen and their daugrh- 
ters, priests and prophets. Since 
then, the number of inviting ser- 
vants has been greatly increased, 
and they have been running with 
notes of invitation to more distant 
neighborhoods and farnilies; and 
though they often meet with the 
accents, J pr ay thee have me excused 
through the indisposition, want 
of taste, trivial and foolish en- 
gagements of those to whom 
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they apply ; yet, upon the safest 
ground, 1 can as:ure you there 
will be such a numerous collec. 
tion as no man can number. Of 
the dress of the guests I cannot 
give you a full description. Some 
few particulars have come to my 
knowledge. ‘Their raiment is to 
be wrought gold witn the most el- 
egant and delicate needle work ; 
and their general splendor will be 
as if they were cloathed with the 
sun, and crowned with a crown 
of stars, But their principle glo- 
zy, beauty, and excellence are 
within ; in the sweetness of their 
dispositions, the elevation of their 
“yinds, the purity of their hearts, 

ie entire perfection of their souls. 
They are all glorious. Not one 
worthless spectator will be watch- 
ing to make unfriendly remarks ; 
not one to render distance and re- 
serve necessary. ‘The music of 
the occasion is to be all manner 
of instruments, softened by an in- 
finite number of harmonious voi- 
ces, so adjusted as to make one 
perfect whole. A song is already 
prepared, and the perform- 
ers are practising upon it, in 
their several departments, wita 
reference to this festival. O ! 


Ls O! Betsey, what will be 
ct when they perform in 
4, 


> entertainments, and des- 
hall not even touch up- 
ey will doubiless be im 
y with the rest of the ex- 


he principal object, the 
‘the whole, is yet unnam- 
is the Bridegroom. Of 
re not attempt a descrip- 
can only say, he tw the 
t ! ie d ‘ nd 
among ten thousand a: 
er lovely. Such incon. 
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constantly eminate from his di- 
vine person, that the extensive 
palace needs no other light. Its 
most distant corner is illuminated 
with his rays. And, my dear 
friend, there is this peculiar cir- 
cumstance to give an interest to 
this festival, that every guest has 
a share in the heart and affections 
of the glorious Bridegroom ; aad 
all combined in one mysterious 
body will constitute the happy 
bride for whom all this glery is 
prepared. This festival once be- 
gun, will never end, never tire; 
no rising or setting sun will ever 
summon a diépersion. Pleasure 
more extatic and refined will be 
continually tpringing up. The 
celestial Bridegroom will lead 
the partakers to living fountains 
of delight, and alli oceasions of 
sorrow will for ever cease. 

* My friend, shall earthly fes- 
tivals and scenes of pleasure, 
which compared with this are 
but a glow-worm in the light of 
day, sointerest our passions and 
engross our hearts, as to banish 
this from our thoughts, and hin- 
der our assiduous endeavors ta 
be suitably atttred and ornament- 
ed, that we may be hailed wel. 
come guests. Lhope to receive 
this honorand happiness. ‘There 
I hope to meet the name of 
in ail its branches.” Pan. 





A QUESTION TO UNIVERSALISTS., 


{ Have often been astonrhed at 
the boldness with which Univer- 
sali-ts adhere to their opinion re- 
specting future punishment, not. 
withstanding the express declara- 
tions of Scripture on the subject 


a ee phawmnetnet « me 
dfs Gr such a character, as migut 











well cause the stoutest heart to 
tremble, To what causes this 
boldness is to be ascribed, it is 
difficult to conceive. Possibly 
some persons have been led by 
fallacicus arguments, and by cen- 
sulting their own desires rather 
than the Scriptures,’toe embrace 
the doctrine of universal salva- 
tion. Ifan individual of this 
description should cast his eyes 
on this paper, he will not take it 
unkind to be asked a single ques- 
tion. 

But first let us suppose the day 
of judgment to have arrived, and 
all mankind assembled,te receive 
their final allotments ; let us be- 
hold the Almighty Judge exalted 
on a throne of glory and about 
te deliver 2 sentence for the exe- 
cution of which perfect veracity 
and infinite power are pledged ; 
let us imagine the universe of in- 
telligent and moral beings pres- 
ent and anxiously waitimg the 
final issue; and let us remtember, 
that the judge of the whole hu- 
man race is the same glorious per- 
sonage who declared the terms of 
salvation, and with infimite ten- 
derness and benignity intreated 
men to repent and believe. With 
these things in view my question 
is this: What would be your 
feelings, my fellow sinner, should 
you on that awful occasion 
be singled from the crowd, and 
made the sgbject of a distinct 
and appropriate sentence, and 
should the sentence be expressed 
as follows ; Depart from me, thou 
cursed, into ever/asting hire, 3 wa 
for the Devil and his angels ? After 

hearing such a sentence would 
you have the least hope of a fu- 
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ture deliverance ? If you answei 
in the affirmative, en what 
would your hope be f,anded ?— 
Che Judge of cil the earth, the 
Lord of the univ<rse, must cer- 
tuinly know the meaning of the 
sentence, and he musi be infinite- 
ly removed from a desire to de- 
ceive his creatures, or to proe 
nounce an empty threat against 
them. If you answer in the neg 
ative, how can you now hope 
that all men will be finally sav- 
ed? The Judge has graciously 
foretold the sertence which he 
himself will pro:iounce ; he has 
foretold it for our warning an 
instruction. If we are to dishe 
lieve him in this, what shail be 
the limit of our faith ? Shall we 
believe what pleases us, and dis- 
believe the rest ; or act more con- 
sistently, and disbelieve the whole? 
It is absurd to express our hopes 
of heaven, aud deny that there is 
reason to be afraid of hell. The 
same word of unerring truth has 
revealed both. 

If the person whom i em ad- 
dressing should urge, that I have 
quoted the words of the sentence 
in the English translation, 1 re- 
ply, that so far as a diligent at- 
tention to the original will enabie 
me todecrde, the Greek appears 
quite as strong as our translation 

Let every reader ponder on. 
this selemn subject; let him 
tremble when he considers the 


wful punishment to which sin 


bas exposed htssoul; and lethim 
act as becomes an immortal] he- 
ing whose everlastiug happiness 
Or misery is at stake. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIG 


the spring of the year 1810, 
he ope. ation of divine grace, 
Lattention to rebgron has 
in this place. And though 
tsosplendid cannot be giv 
in relation to the nunnbei 
vho have been the hopeful 
fthe work; or the apparent 
L majesty, with which the 
progressed; as that which 
been given, in some other 
ere a special work of divine 
have prevailed; still it is 
tnone will despise the day 
ngs; butrather pray fora 
tiful harvest. Itis said, by 
1 Savior, that ‘* There is joy 
ence of the Angels of God, 
nner that repenteth.” And 
ived that every accession 
on, whether greater or less, 
da subject of some consola- 
friends. 


| 


termediate term, between - 


ntioned date, and the spring 
ont year, fifty seven persons 
a hope of future happiness, 
sing their faith in Jesus 
e come forward, and here, 
inselves with his church. 
amore particular detail 
resting subject, it may not 
vr to observe, that previ- 
; pee wcular attention, here, 
had, for some time, been 
of attending monthly con- 
hese, however, m process 
‘eso thinly attended, and 
pineness and indifference 
these, and oiber seasons 
that the hearts of some 
gop; and discouragement 
r countenances. K Was, 
roposed, ihat thesc.incei- 
be changed mnt oO meetings 
This tcadily met the 

: brethren, and the exercis- 
ormed by them alternate- 
rincipal ‘object of prsyer 


a the prosperity of Zion. 
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oon Upon this, there was an apparent 

wirease of solicitude in the minds of 
the brethren, for the interest of reli- 
gion and the wellbeing of souls. At 
thistime also, there appeared more 
solemnity, and a more watchful atten- 
tion in the ce ongregation, § cenerally, to 
the preached word. Some hesitated 
not, to say ‘that they never heard so 
good preaching betore.’? ‘This atten- 
tion continued for some time. In con- 
sequence of this, our occasional sea- 
sons for instruction and worship were 
increased. The numberof attendanis 
on these occasional meeting's, and on 
the Sabbath, was also increased. At- 
tention to religious concerns, and 
thirstfor the word, were constantly in- 
creasing, while some who had leng 
indulged themselves in security, and 
others who had imbibed sceptical 
ideas respecting religion, began seri- 
ously to inquire, whu'her there were 
not something real in these things. 
At length the spirit of conviction 
made its advance. And one, and an- 
other were heard solicitously inquir- 
ing * what must we dco to be saved 
Instances of apparent conviction, were 
at no one time very numerous: but 
with small intermissions, these ap- 
pearances continued for something 
more than a year. During this term 
there were cases occurring from time 
to time, in which individuais were led 
to embrace a hope of future felicity, 
and w rwilling mind ta esvouse the 
cause of Christ. Th: ough the whole 
progvess of this work, no noise, no ti 
multi orcommotion, were found pre- 
valine; but mi peace and tranquni- 
ify, were uniform! y obser vable. ‘The 
Lord wrought not by a great amd 
stiong wind, by an earthquake, or by 
a raging fire ; but by a stil small 
yoice. No considerable opposition te 
tae work, appeared from without: so 
that it might with ) propr: iety be said, 
nota dor was suilercd to move bis 








joic Missionary Society. 
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In the eourse of this work, the 
¢ehurch had several meetings, 9 tdi: te 
ent times, for the purpose offree comer- 
ence With the new converts on the 
gsubjcct of their professing relig:on 
These were atterded with great ap- 
parent solemnity. The hearts of the 
fiiends to «xperimental picty aprear- 
ed much animated, and to be filled 
with gladness ; while those who were 
unacquainted with the consolations of 
religion, and knew not the power of 
godliness, were, in many instances, 
smitten with much consternation ; ang 
fear and dread seized their minds. 

It is, here, worthy of notice, that 
the new converts uniformly, and 
even without exception, expressed 
their full belief in those doctrines 
which are frequently very offensive to 
impenitent minds : Such as, the totad 

depravity, or sinfulness of the human 
heart ; the so eveign election, and: ter- 
nal purposes of God, by which the fu- 
ture safety of believers is secured; 
the absolute necessity of the special, 
er supernatural influences of the holy 
spirit in the regeneration, and the sub- 
sequent perseverance of betievers ; 

and the eternal perdition of the finally 
iMpenitent. 

Some of these persons frankly ac- 
knowledged that, in time past, some 
of these doctrines had appeared very 
dark, and that they could not discover 
their propriety; but now they apprar- 
ed important, clear, and consoling ; snd 
they could very cheerfully subseribe 
to them. They were disposed to con- 
demn themselves as criminal trans- 
sressors ; amd to magnify the grace of 
God in that th iey were preserved from 

nerited destruction. ‘hey slso pro- 
fussecl a full purpose of hesrt, hence- 
forth to serve the Lord Christ. On 

their expressing uote and such like 
views and principles, they were cordi- 
ally received by the church, into 
christian fellowship and communian. 

For some time, now past, the Spirit 
of special conveitton seems to have 
been Wididrawn from us ; and no in- 
stances of hopeful conversicns, have 
very lately come to our knowledge. 

But we hope that those, who have 

named the name of Christ, will — 
fom iniquity ; and that they will pe 

evere in wisdom’s ways unto the 9 

oul finally be suscd. 


<ll those who love ot 
Christ, and wish welt 
and the happiness of me 
requested to untie their Rumble 
ications at the merev seat, fc 
general prosperity of Zien; and 
particular manner for this pa 
Christ’s household, that God 1 
ta build up, and ‘establish it 
~ost holy faith. 

MARTIN TULL. 
Royalton, Nov. 10, 1812. 







REPORT 


OF THS TRUSTEES OF THE 
MONT MISSIONARY $0C 
MADE TO THE SOCIETY 
THEIR SIXTH ANNUAL 1} 
LNG, HOLDEN AT WESTN'!N 
szkPr. 10, 1912. 


Fathers and Brethren, 


As ANOTHER anniversary | 
Vermont Missionary Society apy 
es, the Trustees proceed to re 
concise statement of their proce: 
during the year, which now cle 

Your Trustees notice, witl 
tude, the hand of God, in the M 
ary spirit, which so generaily p 
in many parts of the christian 
and has extended its benign in 
to our own state. 

The Vermont Missionary ! 
has been formed, for the pur 
co-operating with other insti 
of a similar character, in occas 
furnishing the inhabitants of tl 
settlements, with the heralds 

vation. The contributions : 
nations, which have been made 
Society have proved the mean 
confidently believed, of rescuin 
from ruin, and of gladdening 
who seldom enjoyed preachins 
dinances. 

Your missionaries have g 
been confined to this State, 
missionary service, however, I 
rendered in New-York, and 
son, who was appointed, Jas 
had leave to spend one or %u 
in Canada, 

Several persons, who hx 
complished their missions at 
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r last report have since made re- 


From their journals, it ap- 
that Mr. Parsons performed 


wecks service, and Mr. Cush- 
velve weeks service, in the south 
f this State—ihat Mr. Parker 
d, ten. weeks, in the westerly 
‘the State; Mt. Booge, twelve 
,in the northwestern part ; and 


one, eight weeks in the north- 
rt tof > New-York. Mr. Law ton, 
orming four wecks service, in 
utherir part of the State’ has 
ted the mission, which was 
l, in ow iast report. Mr. Os- 
ad an appointmest to labor, 


‘ceks, in the northerly parts of 


at and New-York. Having 
red five weeks service; -he res 
tis journal and relinquished the 
ler of his mission. 

ollowing. missionary appoirt- 
ave been made, since the last 
neeting of the Society. 


Weeks. Desig- 


mation. 
a Carpenter 8 Vt.N-c. 
mn Willard” 192 N. B. 
stin Parsons~ 8 S 
tin Powell 12° wN. 
n Trower 8 N- W. 
ther Leland 16 w. B.L& 
[ Can. 
iathan Tidvey 8° 2s: 
is Parsons 8 N. BE! 


ve first have. performed the 
rvice, for which’ they were 
L From the twe last no re- 
e been received. Mr. Le- 
wed reasons, returned a 
‘three weeks service and bad 
omplete his mission, as soon 
ient. Thus it appears that, 
ie year, returns have been 
10 weeks missionary service 
o the new gettlements, by 
‘y. 
peur Trustees have a high 
t value and importance of 
‘labors, even as they have 
en conducted, they have 
mly persuaded, that Mis- 
sictics have not, ordiaar ily, 
their monies in the bes: 
‘hey consider that mission- 
fien less useful, in conse- 
he rapidity, with which 
and the wide extent of ter 
they endeavor to cm- 
short mission. 


Report of the Trusices. 
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They, likewise, estcem it very de. - 
sirable, "that vacant tow ns, lying con- 
tiruous to each other, should be indus 
ced to associate in small districts, and 
contribute a part towards supporting 
the missionary, who labors amony: 
them. 

By this means such an association of 
towns might have a missionary cf their 
own-choier, and enjoy preaching and 
ordinances, at stated times. With 
these views, the following votes have 
been passed, 

** Voted, That the Trustees are dis-_ 
posed to afford pecuniary assistance 
to those societies, which are unable to 
support the stated administration of 
the gospel.” 

“ Voted, That the Comsmittce of: 
Missions be authorized to locate mis- 
stonaries to supply smeil or larger dis- 
tricts, oreven individual towns, where 
such towns contribute’a part towards 
iNeir support. a 

Having given this concise repre: 
se1.iution réspicting their proceed- 
ings, your Trustees now commend the 
socicty to him, who régatds, with ap- 
probation, every effort for the enlarge- 
ment of Zion. Let us, Pathers:and 
Brethren, never be disheartened in so 
glorious a cause. ‘The final triumph’ 
of the prince of peace over the pow- 
ers. of darkness“is cerfain. Let us 
unité in fervent prayer, that ¢ from the 
rising of thé suneven unto the going 
down of the same, the name of God_ 
may be great among the gentiles ; and | 
timut, in every’ place, incense may be 
offered unto’him and a pure offering.” ° 


Middlebury, Sept. 5, 1812. 


emeern chats 


Statement of the funds of the 
. rmont Missionary Society, 
Sept. 5, 1812. 


No. 1. 
Account of contrib:tiors since the: 
last report. 


Dorset $8 87 
New -Hauaven 13 
Bridport 9 69 
W oodstock 15 
Westminster, F. P 8 07 
Rupert 9 4 
Windsor, FE. P. 40 
Ranchester $:'6 
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‘Chelsea 5 50 
‘Grafton 4 40 
Royalton 23 75 

Thetford 20 
Bennington 12 87 
Braintree 7 Zs 
Norwich 5 80 
Ludlow 7 26 
Breokficld a1 535 
Georgia 6 62 
Pouliney 7 37 
Shoreham 19 75 
Cornwall ‘37 91 
Danville is Zo 
Concord 425 
Peacham A7 76 
Marlborough 1U 12 
*lontpebier cO 358 

Cnited churches in the vicini- 

tv of Barre 2 i3 
Vershire 7 85 
Windham 3 00 
Brandon 2 60 
Middlebury 23 O07 
Waitsfield 11 26, 
“‘Enosburgh 1 62 
‘Hartford 6 00 
$417 S2 


No. 2, 


Funds arising fron other sources 
‘than the contributions of the several 
religious Societics. 


For admission into the ‘Misstonary 
Society, and annual payments of some of 
the members. 

Rev. Heman Ball $10 
Jedidiah P. Buckingham, Esq. 10 


Mr. Levi Hooker 10 
Rev. A. Burton, D. D. 2 
Rev. B. Fowler, D. B 2 


Rev'ds Davis, Bushnell, Graves, 
Weeks, Wright; and Allis and 


Mattocks, Esquires, $1, each. 7 
Contributtons and Donations $0 
Wseionarics. 
Rev. James Parker 19 94 


Mr. Asahel Stone 2 
Rey. Ryutus Cushman 
Rev. Asa Carpenter 
Rev. Publius V. Booge 
Rev, Martin Powel} 
Rev. John Vruaiv 
Rev Justin Parsons l 
Donations by private Seci- 
eties Gnd Individual: 
Female Seciety, Jericho 


Treasurer's Report. 


. Several Ladies, fricnds to mis- 


sions 
Rev. Justin Parsons 
Female Cent Sccietyv, Ludiow 
Miss Hannah Dana. Ponifret 
A Lady, Dorset 
Ladies, Bennington 
Vemale Saciet., St. Alans 
Friend of missions, N. Hamp 
shire 
Consociation, Georgia 
Rev. Publius V. Booge 
Rey. Martin Powell 
Rev. John Truair 
A Female, tandolph 
Rev. ‘Vilton Eastman 
Friend of missions, Thettord 
Female Socicty, Danville 
Females, Peacham 
Mr. Clark, Cubot 
Young Ladies, Lunenburgh 
A friend of missions, Woodste 


No. 3. 


Disbursements. 


For Missionary Service 

To Rev. James Parker 
Mr. Asahel Stone 
Rev. Ruius Cushman 
Nev. Asa Carpenter 
Rev. Curtis Coe, balance 

former mission 
Rey. Pubtius V. Booge 
Rev. Martin Powell 
Rev. John Truair 
Rev. Luther Leland 
Rev. John Lawtoa 
Rev. Justin Parsons 
Rev. Jongthan Hovey, jr 
Rey. Asa Carpenter 


Fer printing Address, 
To Timoihy C. Strong 


A particular list of the con 

and donations to Missi 

To Rev. James Part 

By the Congregational Sout 
Enosburgh 


‘ | nes oe oe 
JYecominh Vratt, Subersi 










































om em 
ead i 


ne ministers of desus, in Uiat 
the neighboring towns, who 
ed them in quick SUCCESS ion, 

1 and constant e' nploy ne Die -9 


awe during the first we eck of 


arkable revival, time could 
oe arrested for the part: king 
rv food, ox refreshment by 
n ‘Lord’s day » Sept) spe 6th, 
aching twice in th ,ftown of 
ané administering thie Lord’s 
a christian fi ay convered 
istol, to preach in the eve- 
he Baptist tabernacle: the 
ismall, but crowded; and 
there had been preaching 
oughout the whole dav, and 
> other christian Socicties, 
close ofour religions exer- 
people were un willing to re- 
srother minister, several pri- 
ssors. and myself, were ail 
addressed by numbers of 
"33 some imquiring after the 
ation, and others with jovyon 
itenances, expressing deliv- 
grace! The next. morning, 
ock, we heid a praver meet- 
tubarts acle ; those who were 
appeared to prav indeed / 
wasfalle emploved, in visit- 
eing visited. witha view, by 
ising, of affording directions 
who were convinced of sin, 
couraginge sieh who had 
Lord’s Christ, to persever- 
the course of the dav, Iwas 
ely solicited both by the E- 
ns and Congregationalists, 
in their respective horses. 
en previously engaged for 
ypal Ciurch, we had inthe 
full, an attentive, and truly 
embly. 'Thete were vari- 
iws besides, on the same eve- 
s may indeed say, “ What 
wrought?” Not unto us, 
ot unto us, but unto thy 
glory, for thy mercy, and 
ths suke.” Many adiition- 
lare might be given, if the 
a letter permitied, but 1 
igh reluctantly, desist. 


ot Maine; the Lory our Gop was rid- 
ing forth in the Gospel Chariot, con- 
querms and toconguer! At Harwick, 
t\vo or three vessels were reac ly to sail 
ona fishing vovage; it was proposed 
previous to their leas ing port, that all 
th e concernéd should kneel down on 
the beach and go to prayer / The re- 
qitest bemg complied with, such was 
the power of the Holy One of Israc! 
upon them, that when they arose they 
agreed unanimously for that time, to 
postpone their vovage and to retuin to 
their families; the result, was that for- 
ty of their number, by the last ac- 
counts, had exper ienced the regener- 
ating influences of the Uuly Ghost, and 
had publicly made profession of their 
fuith inthe Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, 
my brother, let us wrestle with heas 
en for the peace and growing interest 
of our beloved Jerusalem, Uiey shall 
prosper who delight in her : 
Aitectionately yours in a precious 
Redeeniee . 
WILLIAM ROGERS. 
Con Hug. 


ee ae) 


Extract of @ letter written by anothe: 
rapt? 4 
FCKLC NG, 


Brrsrou, rv. Oct. 6, 1812. 

In the Congregational Society more 
than one bundred and tw enty have 
been awakened, and more than eighty 
have expressed « hope that they have 
passed trom death unto life. Fifiy 
Were reecived mto the church last 
Sabbath. Itis stated by the Episco- 
palians, that “within three months 
past in the parish of St. Michael’s 
Church there have been one hundred 
and thirteen persons apparently seri 
ously awakened, ninety seven hopeful - 
ly conyerted—foriv two adalis bap- 
tized,—eighty saaikiconaih eaalen Six 
added to the communion,” The Meth- 
odisis state, that they have received 
fittv eight into their church. The 
Baptists inform us that within three 
months, they have received. thirteca 
iniv their communion. 
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END OF VGL. [V 
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